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The BPMA Sponsors ‘Stamps in Schools’ 

‘Stamps in Schools’ has a new sponsor.  The British Postal Museum & Archive has taken over the funding of the project under its Learning & Outreach Programme.  

‘Stamps in Schools’ is the brainchild of ex-teacher Erene Grieve, and has been in operation for the past 7 years, previously funded by the British Philatelic Trust.  During that time over 170 schools had been visited in many parts of the UK.  The visits take the form of an exhibition, a presentation and activities for the children.  Many schools have set up stamp clubs following the events.  

This latest development is providing additional benefits for schools, by raising awareness of the teaching materials available through the BPMA. Erene points out that there has been a noticeable increase in interest since the link with the BPMA.  She says, “Head teachers are keen to have visitors to their school who can link with the National Curriculum – the Victorians is such a topic and the story of the Penny Black is part of that period”.

Libby Buckley, Learning and Outreach Manager for the BPMA, says “We were happy to support this work and hopefully by taking it under our wing we can bring this great opportunity to a much wider audience. We have been working to provide support materials including web resources and are looking at other ways to help Erene in the future”. 
For more information about the project contact Erene Grieve on 01646-601490 or email erenegrieve@f2s.com 

For information about the latest teaching resources from the BPMA, and the ‘Stamps in Schools’ project see our website at www.postalhertiage.org.uk/learning

Praise for Stamps in Schools
From children:
· 'This has been the best day of my life – I am going to start a stamp collection!'

· 'I think I have fallen in love… with stamps.'

· 'I don’t know what it is about stamp collecting but I really like it.'

· 'You can learn things from stamps.'

From teachers and education officers:
· 'It’s a great idea for a new club.'

· 'The children can build up skills that are transferable to their classwork.'

· 'We need clubs that aren’t just sport or music.'

· 'Our children are really enthusiastic about starting their own collection.'

· 'A well informed and totally absorbing presentation.'

From parents:
· 'Children are hard work, but the payback is being able to share their unfettered enthusiasm for something that interests them.'

· 'Thank you for introducing my child to a worthwhile hobby.'

· 'It’s nice to see my daughter working on her collection with her grandma.'
About Stamps in Schools

The Stamps in Schools project is the brainchild of Erene Grieve, retired teacher and Lecturer in Developmental Psychology for the Open University. Erene realised that she had hit upon a winning idea when her first visits into schools proved such a success with both pupils and teachers. The project has been running since 1997 and has visited nearly 200 schools in many areas of the UK – from Inverness to the Isle of Wight.  

Stamps in Schools has received much acclaim, including two coveted Rowland Hill Awards from the British Philatelic Trust. Erene has spoken about her work on ‘Woman’s Hour’ on BBC Radio 4, and ‘The Jeremy Vine Show’ on Radio 2, as well as BBC Radio Wales. Stamps in Schools has also been featured in the Education Guardian and many local papers, which can provide an exciting additional outcome for pupils following a stamp day.

The stamp days have been received with great enthusiasm – even the teachers have been known to get their own stamps out again! Many people are surprised that stamps can still enthral and stimulate children today, and
teachers have been delighted at having discovered such a rich resource for a range of teaching and learning activities.

The British Postal Museum & Archive

The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is the leading resource for all aspects of British postal history.  From staff record to stamps and from transport to telegrams it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of innovation and service.
The BPMA is a combined museum and archive: it brings the records of The Royal Mail Archive together with a Museum Store full of fascinating objects which illuminate the story of British communication. The BPMA is working towards opening a new combined site, to make the collections permanently accessible to the public.  

The Archive Search Room is open to the public to use and enjoy from 10.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday, and until 7.00pm on Thursdays.  It attracts and inspires academics, design students, philatelists and family historians from all over the country.  The Archive is located in Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.

The Museum Store is open to the public on various dates throughout the year, and is enjoyed by visitors of all ages, Royal Mail employees and the local community.  The Store is located in Loughton, Essex, IG10 3UD

To arrange a familiarisation visit call Marketing & Communications on 020 7129 2114.
The British Postal Museum & Archive is principally funded by Royal Mail Group plc.

The British Postal Museum & Archive is the public identity of the Postal Heritage Trust
Registered Charity Number 1102360, Company Number 4896056
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